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“Palestine is main priority, we reject Iranian 
interference in the Arab affairs” – King Salman

HRH Crown Prince
Mohammad’s five 
successful visits 
Dr. Ra’fat: We welcome all opinions



بمناسبة قدوم شهر رمضان المبارك
يتشرف رئيس ونائبا وأعضاء مجلس إدارة

مؤسسة مطوفي حجاج دول جنوب آسيا
بتقديم خالص التهاني وأصدق التبريكات إلى 

رؤساء مكاتب الخدمة الميدانية ومطوفي ومطوفات 
المؤسسة وكافة منسوبيها 

مؤسسة مطوفي حجاج جنوب آسيا
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A Period of transformation and accomplishment
O ur noble country, in this auspicious 

time, the era of the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques, King Salman Bin Abdul 
Aziz, and His Crown Prince, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister of Defense and the 
Engineer of Innovation, Change and De-
velopment, His Royal Highness Prince Mo-
hammad Bin Salman Bin Abdulaziz, Allah 
protect them, is witnessing a strategic and 
industrial shift. Such a shift has stunned 
the entire world. This shift has been exem-
plified by our nation’s civilizational achieve-
ments and the launching of mega-projects 
in different regions and provinces.

These projects were inaugurated by the Cus-
todian of the Two Holy Mosques in the capital 
Riyadh on Saturday 12/8/1439 AH.

As is apparent to all, these great projects fall 
within the framework of the Kingdom’s Vision 
2030, transforming our country from one that 
relies on oil exports to an advanced industrial 
state, depending on the minds, creations and 
achievements of its citizens, those armed with 
knowledge and faith after returning to their 
homeland. 

Our gracious country takes utmost care to 
the guest of the Most Merciful by providing all 
necessary material and human support. This 
support is accomplished through the formation 
of a system of progressive establishments and 
distinguished services, keen to add new ser-
vice elements on a continuous basis as neces-
sary. One such addition is the Haramain Rai-
ways running between the cities of Makkah-
Madina-Jeddah to carry visitors and pilgrims to 
their destinations.

In this context, all the parties concerned with 
Hajj and Pilgrimage Affairs have concluded all 
preparations for the reception of the pilgrims, 
foremost among them the Ministry of Hajj and 
Umrah, which concluded their program for re-
ceiving most of the heads of delegations of the 
pilgrims from Arab and Islamic and other coun-
tries for this year, 1439 H.

We are fully aware of the great responsibili-
ties entrusted to us as part of the pilgrimage 
system. Therefore, we always strive to make 

the utmost efforts to translate the directives 
and aspirations of our wise leadership, as well 
as the ambitions and visions of His Excellency 
the Minister of Hajj and Umrah Dr. Mohammad 
Saleh Bin Taher Benten, to serve the pilgrims 
in the best possible manner, from their arrival 
in the holy sites till they leave their for homes 
after smoothly performing the rituals with ease 
and comfort.

Therefore, since the beginning of the Hijri 
year 1439 AH, the Establishment has started 
to plan and prepare the technical studies for all 
services we are entrusted with to offer to the 
guests of the Most Merciful.

By the grace of Allah, because of the gener-
ous care and attention we have received from 
our wise leadership, as well as the support of 
His Excellency the Minister of Hajj and Umrah 
and the ministry staff, the Establishment has 
completed its preparations for the Hajj sea-
son. These ended with a series of meetings 
with Hajj affairs officials, finalizing contracts 
of services with them, completing the forma-
tion of field offices and seasonal committees, 
and preparing their operational plans which 
were discussed by the ministry in preparation 
for adoption and implementation on the ground 
during the pilgrimage season.

Over the past three months, the Establish-
ment has seen continuous and dynamic work, 
including intensive meetings with presidents, 
joint partners, members of the field service of-
fices, and all officials of its central committees. 
All of this occurred in the presence and with 
the participation of a number of ministry offi-
cials and board members. In the previous pil-
grimage season 1438H, we worked to develop 
and upgrade the offices through the introduc-
tion of modernized work systems. This raised 
employees’ efficiency and allowed us to study 
the positive and negative observances, then 
prepare an analysis of causes. 

May Allah preserve our beloved country, and 
protect our wise leadership, and provide us with 
security, safety, prosperity and stability. We are 
ready and prepared to serve the pilgrims.
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“Palestine is main priority, we 
reject Iranian interference in the 

Arab affairs” – King Salman

 King Salman inaugurates 
Al-Qiddiya Project
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‘Jerusalem Summit’ calls to fight terrorism

During the closing ses-
sion of the conference - in 
the presence of 16 kings 
and presidents, the largest 
gathering of leaders since 
the Ansha summit in Egypt 

in May 1946, an Arab na-
tional security document 
was read out. It called on 
all to fight common chal-
lenges, including the com-
mitment of Arab leaders to 

work on the following:

•	To	 continue to provide 
the pan-Arab support 
needed for the Palestin-
ian cause - the central is-
sue of our nation- and for 
the establishment of an 
independent Palestinian 
state with occupied East 
Jerusalem as its capital 
on the basis of June 04, 
1967 borders, in accor-
dance with the relevant, 

“Palestine is main priority, we reject Iranian 
interference in the Arab affairs” – King Salman
T he Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques, King Salman Bin Ab-

dulaziz Al Saud, and Their Royal Highnesses, Excellencies 
and Highnesses, concluded the 29thArab League Summit on April 
15, 2018 at King Abdulaziz Center for World Culture in Dhahran.

Dhahran    - “ ”
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In Focus

legitimate, international 
resolutions of and in ac-
cordance with the Arab 
Peace Initiative. 

•	To	 stand united against 
all attempts to eliminate 
the Palestinian cause 
and	 judaize	 The	 Holy	
Mosque while support-
ing the steadfastness of 
its people by all possible 
means.

•	To	 protect our nations 
against the imminent 
dangers posed by ter-
rorism and the violent 
developments waged 
against our societies and 
values. 

•	To	 work to support and 
develop Arab strategies 
and mechanisms in com-
bating terrorism, main-
tain Arab national secu-
rity by all means possi-
ble; security, economic, 
social, cultural and intel-
lectual.

•	To	call upon our regional 
neighbors again to abide 
by the principles of good 
neighborliness and to 
respect the sovereign-
ty, stability and territo-
rial integrity of the Arab 
States.

•	To	exert all efforts to pre-
serve the Arab national 

state, preserve its sover-
eignty, unity and territo-
rial integrity. 

•	To	 counter attempts to 
undermine its author-
ity by regional parties, 
their agents, parties and 
militias within the Arab 
states. 

•	To	 renew our call to re-
gional parties to refrain 
from supplying these 
militias with weapons, 
equipment and funds 
that threaten the security 
and stability of the Arab 
states.

•	Commitment to strength-
en Arab solidarity as well 
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as affirm the right of any 
Arab country to maintain 
its security and stability 
and defend itself.

•	To	 accelerate the pace 
of joint Arab initiatives 
in the economic, social 
and developmental fields 
and to implement the 
Arab strategies in these 
areas, with the goal of 
achieving sustainable 
development throughout 
the Arab world.

•	To	 entrust the General 
Secretariat of the Arab 
League to follow up on 
implementation of the 
contents of this docu-

ment in coordination with 
member states through 
the relevant strategies 
and mechanisms in Joint 
Arab Action framework.

Tunisia – next host
In his	 speech	 the	 Tuni-

sian President Beji Caid 
Essebsi announced his 
country’s pleasure to host 
the 30th Arab League 
Summit.	 He	 pledged	 to	
work for the success of 
the upcoming summit, pro-
moting the Arab solidarity 
and defending the issues 
of the Arab nation.

In the	 meantime,	 HE	
Mr.Ahmed Aboul Gheit  the 
Secretary-General of the 
Arab League, informed the 
gathering that the summit 
had received three letters 
from the President of the 

29th Summit 
stresses on the 
Arab identity of 
occupied East 

Jerusalem as the 
capital of the 

State of Palestine
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Russian Federation; the 
president of the People’s 
Republic of China, and the 
President of the French 
Republic. All three presi-
dents extended their good 
wishes for the success of 
29th Arab League Summit 
and hoped that Arab coun-
tries would coordinate to 
ensure security and stabil-
ity in the region.

Support for Palestine
At the beginning of his 

speech at the summit, the 
Custodian	of	the	Two	Holy	
Mosques King Salman 
Bin  Abdulaziz, affirmed 

that the Palestinian issue 
is the primary issue of 
importance to us and will 
continue	 as	 such.	 He	 ex-
pressed his condemnation 
of the US administration’s 
decision to transfer its em-
bassy to occupied Jerusa-
lem.	He	stressed	the	need	
for the occupied East Je-
rusalem to be the capital 
of Palestine.

The	Custodian	of	the	Two	
Holy	Mosques	dubbed		this	
summit as the “Jerusalem 
Summit,” announcing his 
country’s $200 million con-
tribution to the Palestin-

ians, including $150 million 
of support for the Islamic 
Waqf Program in Jerusalem 
and another $50 million for 
the United Nations Relief 
and Works Agency for Pal-
estine Refugees (UNRWA).

He also called on the in-
ternational community to 
do everything possible to 
help Yemen. “We reaffirm 
the seriousness of Iranian 
behavior in the region,” he 
said, calling for a strong 
international stand against 
Iran’s behavior in the re-
gion.

King Salman said that the 
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“Skhirat Agreement” is the 
way to solve the Libyan is-
sue and preserve its ter-
ritorial integrity, stressing 
that Arab national security 
is a complete and indivis-
ible	system.	The	Custodian	
of	 the	 Two	 Holy	 Mosques	
also welcomed the Arab 
consensus on the estab-
lishment of an Arab cultural 
summit.

Additionally, the Cus-
todian	 of	 the	 Two	 Holy	
Mosques announced the 
Kingdom’s initiative to deal 
with the challenges facing 
Arab national security.

Highlights of the Summit
•	There was intensive activ-
ity	by	His	Royal	Highness	
Prince Muhammad Bin 
Salman, Crown Prince 
and Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of De-
fense on the sidelines of 
the summit, where he met 
with Sudanese President 
Omar	 Hassan	 Al-Bashir	
and Djibouti President Is-
mail Omar Guelleh.

•	Custodian	of	the	Two	Holy	
Mosques King Salman 
patronized the conclu-

sion of the Joint Gulf 
Shield 1 military drills in 
Jubail. Leaders and rep-
resentatives attending 
the summit watched the 
exercise.

•	More than 600 journalists 
and media representa-
tives, including 423 jour-
nalists from outside the 
Kingdom representing 
leading news agencies 
and Arab, Islamic and 
international media cov-
ered the summit.
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On reaching the cere-
mony site, he greeted ev-
eryone and  then took his 
place at the main podium. 

The ground-breaking 
ceremony began with 
playing the national an-
them, followed by a recita-
tion from the Holy Qur’an, 
and then an opening ad-
dress by the CEO of Al-
Qiddiya Project, Michael 

Reininger.

A brighter future
Speaking about the Qid-

dya Project and its goals, 
he said: “In creating Qid-
diya, we are building a 
brighter future. One filled 
with culture, sports, en-
tertainment, and the arts 
that responds to the Sau-
di people’s desire for new 

 King Salman inaugurates 
Al-Qiddiya Project

C ustodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques, King Salman 

Bin  Abdul Aziz placed on the 
evening of April 28, 2018 the 
cornerstone for Al-Qiddiya 
Project, the new entertainment, 
sports, and cultural center in 
the Kingdom, to be constructed 
40 kilometers west of the Saudi 
capital Riyadh.

Riyadh - “ ”
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and accessible activities 
that enrich their lives.”

Visitors to Qiddiya will 
have access to ground-
breaking entertainment, 
sporting, and cultural at-
tractions across innova-
tively designed facilities 
focusing on theme parks 
and entertainment cen-
ters; sports amenities ca-
pable of hosting interna-
tional competitions, and 
training academies; des-
ert and asphalt tracks for 
motorsport enthusiasts; 
water and snow-based 
recreation; outdoor and 
adventure activities along-
side nature and safari ex-
periences; and an array 
of historical, cultural and 
educational activities and 
events. There will also 
be malls, restaurants, ca-
fes, hotels and real estate 
projects, and services to 
cater for all segments of 
society.

The facilities will also  in-
clude amusement parks, 
raceways, and Safari 
trips.

Reininger said that the 
project will be built on five 
key support lines: Parks 
and landscapes, transport 
and movement, nature 
and environment, sports 
and health, and culture, 
arts, and education. 

He said that the project 
is one of the foundations 
of Vision 2030, as it will 

bring new growth to creat-
ing industries in the King-
dom. He clarified that two 
thirds of the Saudi popu-
lation consists of youths 
under 35 years of age. He 
also pointed out that there 
are nearly seven million 
people in an area not more 
than forty kilometers from 
the project location. This 
should be an ideal place 
for international investors 
and their presence in a 
large, untapped market 
will boost economy. He 
revealed that the project’s 
area will be 2.5 times the 
size of Walt Disney and 
100 times the size of Cen-
tral Park in New York. It 
will host 17 million visitors 
by the year 2030, bring 12 
million shopping trips, and 
two million visitors to its 
various guest offerings. 

Public performances
Reininger’s address fol-

lowed a song by Prince 
Badr Bin Abdul Muhsin 
Bin AbdulAziz and Saudi 
artist Ayed Yusuf. The 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques and attendees 
then viewed a play which 
highlighted the advance-
ments the Kingdom is 
witnessing under his wise 
leadership and guidance 
to achieve the goals and 
aspirations set out in Vi-
sion2030, in addition to 
the Qiddiya Project and 
its related entertainment, 
sports, and other fea-
tures. 

Later, Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques King 
Salman placed the cor-
nerstone for the Qiddiya 
Project, the project’s logo 
and watched fireworks. 



12

Issue 36 Ramadan 1439  

In Focus

Egypt was the first stop of 
the visits. This choice empha-
sized the special strategic re-
lations between the two broth-
erly countries in all areas as 
well as the strong partnership 
between the two in combating 
terrorism. The Crown Prince 
was received by the Egyptian 
President Abdel Fattah Al-
Sisi, who had officially invited 
Crown Prince Salman to visit 
Egypt.

Extended talks
During the visit, which took 

place between March 04-
06th, the two sides discussed 
strategic bilateral relations 
and how to develop them fur-
ther in various fields. Addition-

ally, they discussed several 
topics related to the Arab and 
Islamic realms as well as de-
velopments in the region. 

In Cairo, Crown Prince Mo-
hammad and President Sisi 
witnessed the signing of three 
agreements and investment 
memorandums of understand-
ing between the two coun-
tries in a number of fields. 
His Royal Highness also met 
prominent Egyptian personali-
ties, including: Ahmed Tayeb, 
Pope Tawadros II, Patriarch of 
the Copts, and Dr. Ali Abdel 
Aal, President of the House of 
Representatives. 

Crown Prince Mohammad 
and President Sisi inaugu-
rated the renovation of the 
Al-Azhar Mosque after its 
completion. This renovation 
lasted for more than three 
years and was completed with 

the support and patronage of 
the Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Abdullah Bin 
Abdulaziz.

At Buckingham Palace
Crown Prince Mohammad 

officially visited London be-
tween March 06-09 and was 
received by Queen Elizabeth 
II at Buckingham Palace on 
March 7. They exchanged 
cordialities about the historic 
Saudi-British relations which 
unite the two friendly countries 
and peoples.

On the same day, the Prime 
Minister of Britain, Theresa 
May received Prince Moham-
mad at 10 Downing Street in 
London. They held a bilateral 
meeting, followed by the first 
meeting of the Saudi-British 
strategic partnership council 
established to strengthen stra-
tegic partnership in various 

HRH Crown Prince Mohammad’s successful visits 
to Egypt, Britain, America, France and Spain

O n the directives of the 
Custodian of the Two 

Holy Mosques, King Salman 
Bin Abdulaziz Al-Saud, and in 
a first since assuming the po-
sition as the Crown Prince on 
June 21, 2017, His Royal High-
ness Prince Mohammad Bin 
Salman Bin Abdulaziz, Crown 
Prince and Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Defense, 
embarked on his first foreign 
tour to Egypt, Britain, the Unit-
ed States, France and Spain, 
confirming the depth of friendly 
relations and cooperation with 
these countries.

Special - “ ”
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areas. The two sides signed a 
memorandum of understand-
ing for scientific and educa-
tional cooperation.

Also while in London, the 
Crown Prince met Archbishop 
Justin Welby, and saw the Bir-
mingham Qur’an manuscript, 
one of the oldest surviving re-
cords of the Holy Qur’an, writ-
ten in Hijaz script. On March 
9, Prince Mohammad met 
with British Defense Secretary 
Gavin Williamson, followed by 
another meeting with Foreign 
Minister Boris Johnson.

Congressional meetings 
On March 20, the Crown 

Prince held bilateral and ex-
tended meetings with sena-
tors and leaders of the House 
of Representatives of various 
committees of both the Re-
publican and Democratic par-
ties. On March 21, the HRH 
met Jared Kutchner,  advisor 
to the US President Donald 
Trump and Special Represen-
tative for International Nego-
tiations, Jason Green Platt, to 
discuss future peace plans in 
the region.

Meeting with Trump
On the same day, the HRH 

met US President Donald 
Trump at the White House in 
Washington, where both sides 
renewed their deep commit-
ment to the historic ties of 
friendship and strategic part-
nership between the Kingdom 
and the USA. They also re-
viewed with appreciation the 
progress made in strength-
ening the Saudi-US strategic 
partnership since the historic 
Riyadh Summit (May 2017) 
and the signing of the Decla-
ration of the Joint Strategic Vi-
sion of the Kingdom and the 
United States by the Custo-
dian of the Two Holy Mosques 
and the US President. 

On March 22, the Crown 
Prince met with US Defense 
Secretary James Mattis at the 
Pentagon, where he reviewed 
Saudi-US relations, strategic 
cooperation between the two 
countries, and the opportu-
nities for its development, 
especially in the areas of de-
fense and military, with the 
goal of  deepening bilateral 
partnership according to the 

Kingdom’s Vision 2030. He 
then met with US Commerce 
Secretary Wilbur Ross, Dep-
uty Secretary of State John 
Sullivan, and US Chamber of 
Commerce CEO Tom Dono-
hue.  

Pence hosts Dinner 
US Vice President Mike 

Pence hosted a dinner in 
Washington DC on March 23 
in honor of the Crown Prince. 
This was attended by Prince 
Khalid Bin Salman Bin Ab-
dulaziz, Ambassador of the 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques to the United States 
of America, the Minister of 
State  Dr. Musaad Bin Mo-
hammed Al-Aiban, and senior 
officials in the American ad-
ministration.

This was followed by a meet-
ing with IMF Managing Direc-
tor Christine Lagarde at the 
residence of HRH in Wash-
ington . They both reviewed 
Kingdom’s Vision 2030 and its 
initiatives at the economic, so-
cial and development levels. 

Crown Prince Mohammad 
also met the former US of-
ficials including Madeleine 
Albright, Steve Hadley, Jim 
Jones, Frederick Kemp and 
Francis Townsend. He met 
World Bank President Jim 
Yong Kim, too and discussed 
Kingdom’s initiatives to diver-
sify and develop its economy.

At the MIT
On March 25, HRH Crown 

Prince visited the IBM Wat-
son Health Center in Boston, 
where he was briefed with a 
visual presentation on artifi-
cial intelligence applications 
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and improved research per-
formance on drugs using arti-
ficial intelligence.

He then visited the Massa-
chusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy  (MIT), met the President 
of the Institute, who accompa-
nied him on a tour of the insti-
tute.

At the UN
During his visit to New York 

City, the Crown Prince met on 
March 26 the CEO of Soft-
Bank Masayoshi Son.

On March 27, Prince Mo-
hammad met UN Secretary-
General Antonio Guterres at 
the UN Headquarters in New 
York, where a joint execu-
tive program was signed be-
tween the Kingdom and the 
United Nations. On March 28, 
the HRH met with a number 
of American religious lead-
ers, after which he met CEO 
of Markis Company. On 29 
March, he met with former 
US Secretary of State John 
Kerry and former US Presi-
dent Bill Clinton respectively. 
On the same day, he met with 
Morgan Stanley CEO James 
Gorman and JPMorgan CEO 
James Dimon.

Later, in Seattle, he met with 
the co-president of the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Founda-
tion and Microsoft founder Bill 
Gates at his home. On March 
31, he met with founder and 
CEO of Amazon Jeff Bezos, 
and discussed areas of co-
operation and promising in-
vestment opportunities in the 
Kingdom in accordance with 
Vision 2030.

On April 2, Crown Prince 

Mohammad visited Virgin Ga-
lactic and the  Mojave Air and 
Space Port in California.

On April 3, at his residence in 
Los Angeles, he met the CEO 
of Magic Leap, Rony Abovitz. 
He then met with Warner Bros 
CEO Kevin Tsujihara and se-
nior executives of several of 
the group’s subsidiaries. He 
then met with the Mayor of 
Los Angeles, Eric Garcetti. On 
April 4, HH the Crown Prince 
met with the CEO of Walt Dis-
ney Company, Robert Bob Al-
len Iger. 

In Silicon Valley
On 6 April, the Crown Prince 

visited Google in the Silicon 
Valley, San Francisco. The 
founders of the company 
were Sergey Brin, Larry Page, 
Google CEO Sundar Pichai 
and senior executives.

On April 7, Crown Prince 
Mohammad visited Apple in 
Silicon Valley, where he met 
with CEO Tim Cook. They 
reviewed the partnership 
through a number of joint proj-
ects, including participation 
in application development in 
the Kingdom.



15

Issue 36Ramadan 1439  

While in Houston, TX he 
visited Aramco Research 
Center and saw a presenta-
tion on Saudi Aramco’s re-
search fields and its global 
technology network. He also 
sponsored the launch of the 
wholly-owned subsidiary of 
Saudi Aramco Petrochemical 
Company at Port Arthur.

On April 8, the Crown Prince 
patronized SABIC’s inaugura-
tion ceremony in the final de-
sign of its new Houston head-
quarters, which runs its busi-
ness in the Americas.

The Parisian Stop
Upon arrival in Paris on 

April 08, HRH Crown Prince 
Mohammad was received by 
French  Minister of Europe 
and Foreign Affairs  Jean-
Yves Le Drian,  the Ambas-
sador of the Custodian of the 
Two Holy Mosques in France 
HE Dr. Khalid Al-Anqari and 
the French Ambassador to 
the Kingdom François Goite. 
On the following day, he held 
a meeting with Le Drian where 
they reviewed bilateral rela-
tions in various fields and the 
means of enhancing them, in 

addition to discussing the lat-
est events in the Middle East 
and the efforts exerted to-
wards them. This was followed 
by a meeting with French De-
fense Minister Florence Parly.

On the same day (April 9), 
the HRH held a meeting with 
the Director-General of the 
United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Orga-
nization (UNESCO), Audrey 
Azoulay. 

Meeting with Macron
The same day French Presi-

dent Emmanuel Macron re-
ceived Crown Prince at the 
Elysee Palace. The two sides 
held a joint press confer-
ence in which Crown Prince 
Mohammjad described the 
Saudi-French partnership as 
a very important partnership 
especially at a time when Eu-
rope and the Middle-East are 
undergoing changes.

To Madrid
On April 11, the Crown 

Prince arrived in Madrid. The 
day after his arrival, His Maj-
esty King Felipe VI of Spain 
met with him at his palace in 
Madrid.

Crown Prince Mohammed 
also met the Spanish Defense 
Minister Maria Dolores Co-
spedal García. He also met 
Spanish Prime Minister Maria-
no Rajoy Brey in the presence 
of the delegations from the 
two countries.

Subsequently, six bilateral 
agreements, memorandums 
and programs were signed in 
the fields of defense, air trans-
port, education, culture, tech-
nology and development.
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During the meeting Dr. 
Benten discussed and ex-
amined with his deputy Dr. 
Abdul Fattah Bin Sulaiman 
Mashat and members of 
the committee, all executive 
work as well as specifica-
tions for this year’s sympo-
sium.

Integrative work
The Minister of Hajj and 

Umrah stressed on the im-
portance of these meetings 
to ensure smooth and ex-
emplary functioning among 
concerned parties in carry-
ing out the directives of the 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Two Mosques King Salman 
Bin Abdul Aziz to serve the 

pilgrims in the best possible 
way. 

Dr. Benten stressed on the 
need to  provide facilities to 
the pilgrims to perform the 
rituals peacefully. He said 
the symposium, which in-
cluded an elite group of 
Muslim scholars from all 
over the world of different 
schools and sects, should 
strive to exemplify the tol-
erance of Islam through its 
work.

Culture of tolerance
The Minister of Hajj and 

Umrah also pointed out that 
the projects completed in 
the two Holy Mosques are a 

clear indication of the care 
and attention given by the 
Kingdom’s government to 
the visitors to the House 
of Allah. He said that the 
Grand Hajj Symposium, 
during the 42 years of its 
work, has been striving to 
encourage a culture of tol-
erance, world peace, love 
and respect among Muslim 
scholars from all over the 
world. He stressed at the 
end of the meeting that the 
symposium will continue 
its lofty mission in a man-
ner that goes hand in hand 
with the efforts of the King-
dom’s government led by 
Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques.

Dr. Benten reorganizes the Grand 
Hajj Symposium Committees

H is Excellency the Minis-
ter of Hajj and Umrah, 

Dr. Mohammad Saleh Bin Taher 
Benten, reorganized the Grand 
Hajj Symposium committees, 
which included the Higher 
Committee of the Symposium, 
the Media, Executive, and Lo-
gistics Services Committees. 
This reorganization included 
activating their educational 
and awareness roles in the ser-
vice of pilgrims.

Makkah - “ ”
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Dr. Ra’fat Badr: We welcome all opinions and ideas to improve services

I n a frank and transparent 
meeting, Dr. Ra’fat Ismail 

Badr, Chairman of the Board 
of Directors of the South Asia 
Pilgrims Mutawffis Establish-
ment met with his two depu-
ties Eng. Zaki Omar Hariri and 
Eng. Hisham Shilli along with 
all members of the Board of 
Directors of the Establishment 
to discuss Tawafa guide is-
sues and listen to their views, 
consider their proposals and 
implement the best of them. 

The meeting aimed to ex-
plain to them the plans and 
programs set out by the Board 
of Directors. It also looked 
to discuss the new projects, 
work, and instructions related 
to the work of the Establish-
ment.

Dr Ra’fat Badr welcomed 
the stakeholders and thanked 
them for accepting the invi-
tation to meet and said that 
the Board of Directors is al-
ways keen to meet from time 
to time in a friendly environ-
ment to exchange views and 
ideas and benefit from their 
proposals to develop the Es-
tablishment’s work as well as 
its operational plans for the 

next Hajj season. It is impera-
tive that Tawafa guides, both 
men and women, must be 
well-informed of every guide-
lines applicable to their work, 
as well as aware of the Es-
tablishment’s directives and 
instructions.

Successful last season
Dr. Ra’fat Badr said that the 

1438 AH Hajj season was 
completed successfully first 
by God’s grace and due to 
hard work of employees of the 
Establishment. It was a group 
effort by the Board of Direc-
tors and field service offices. 
Through the cooperation of 
all governmental and private 
bodies related to Hajj these 

successes were achieved. All 
those mentioned put forth ev-
erything they had, of human 
and mechanical potential, 
to provide the best services 
possible to the pilgrims. The 
resolute follow-up provided by 
His Excellency the Minister of 
Hajj and Umrah, Dr. Moham-
mad Saleh Bin Taher Benten 
and his deputy Dr. Abdul Fat-
tah Bin Mashat were key to 
this success as well.

Capitalization
Dr. Ra’fat pointed out that 

after the end of the last Hajj 
season, the Establishment 
participated with the rest of 
the Tawafa Guide Organiza-
tional representatives from 

Tawafa guides -male and female – meet to follow 
Estasblishment’s instructions to serve the pilgrims

Makkah - Ahmad Al-Ahmadi
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the Tawafa Guide Coordina-
tion Committee to initiate the 
implementation of the minis-
terial decision issued by the 
Minister of Hajj and Umrah 
to capitalize the tawafa foun-
dations. We have completed 
most of the work. 

Also, with the approval of 
the authorities, completion 
certificates were delivered to 
the concerned.

Preparations for Hajj
With regard to Etablish-

ment’s preparations for the 
coming 1439 AH Hajj season, 
Dr. Badr said that prepara-
tions are currently under way; 
we have completed meet-
ings on four pilgrims’ affairs 
panels. The Establishment 
takes great honor in serving 
the pilgrims. The remainder 
of the work related to prepa-
rations for the next season is 
currently under way. We will 
hear from the panels and they 
from us, allowing us to re-
spond to their questions and 

queries. We will benefit from 
the views, ideas and propos-
als they proposed during the 
open, friendly meeting. Such 
meetings always bring good 
returns to the Establishment, 
allowing it to make prepa-
rations for the Hajj season 
in the best manner. These 
meeting produce good re-
sults, and allow us to gather 
information and provide satis-
factory answers, adequately 
responding to all questions 
and inquiries.

Al-Ahella Commercial 
Project

About the investment proj-
ect known as “Al-Ahella Com-
mercial Center”, Dr. Ra’fat 
Badr said that the previous 
investor had breached some 
agreements that had already 
been signed between the two 
parties. This led to the Estab-
lishment taking urgent mea-
sures to withdraw the project 
from the investor to hand over 
to a new investor. A new re-
quest for the proposal has 

been made to investors, and 
currently the Establishment’s 
management temporarily ad-
ministers the center until the 
time a new investor, operator 
or partner is identified.

Savings
Regarding savings, Dr. Badr 

said that the Establishment 
has traversed a path in imple-
menting savings procedures 
in coordination with the Min-
istry of Hajj and Umrah and 
deciding who is entitled to 
those savings. The decisions 
reached will be acted upon in 
the near future. We at the Es-
tablishment are thankful for 
all these savings, being the 
amounts specific to Tawafa 
guides before the establish-
ment of the Establishment on 
19/09/1403. These amounts 
accumulated in three stages: 
individual Tawafa guide work; 
donations, and organizational 
contributions.

Presentation by Attas
Mr. Mohamed Amin Attas, 

General Manager of Al-Ahella 
Commercial Center project, 
gave a presentation of the 
project from it’s inception until 
it was received and operated 
by the investor whose con-
tract was recently terminated. 
The presentation included 
the Center’s functioning, the 
total area, exhibitions, offices, 
hotels, centers and shops. 
He pointed out some of the 
things that the operator took 
in the wrong ways that led to 
the termination of his contract 
and the management of the 
market by the Establishment 
temporarily.




